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OFFICERS 


OF THE 


TOWN OF WESTON, 1871. 


Town Clerk. 
GEORGE W. CUTTING, JR. 


Selectmen & Overseers of the Poor. 
ALONZO S. FISKE, EDWARD COBURN, 
GEORGE W. DUNN. 


Assessors. 
ALONZO S. FISKE, ~ EDWIN HOBBS, 
NAHUM SMITH. 


School Committee. 


EDWIN HOBBS, 3 years, A.oF. BENSON, 2 years, 
GEORGE W. DUNN, 1 year. 


Treasurer and Collector. 


HORACE HEWS. 


é' Library Committee. 
EDMUND H. SEARS, NAHUM SMITH, 
JOHN COBURN. 


Library Treasurer, 
HORACE HEWS. 


Trustees of Merriam Fund. 
EDWIN HOBBS, ISAAC COBURN, 
GEO. W. CUTTING, JR. 


OFFICERS OF THE TOWN OF WESTON. 


Burial Ground Committee. 


EDWIN HOBBS, ISAAC COBURN, 
HORACE HEWS. 


Highway ‘Surveyors. 


. FRANCIS A. CASWELL, 
. LUTHER 8S. UPHAM, 


District No. 


1 
2 
3. JOHN CARTER, 
rt 6) 4, ALONZO 8. FISKE, 
5. CHARLES A. WARREN, 
6. SAMUEL F. CLARK. 


Measurers of Wood & Bark. 


1. GEO. W. CUTTING & EDWIN HOBBS, 
2. EDWARD E. BROWN, | 
3. GEORGE W. DUNN, | 
“«  « 4, EBEN’R TUCKER, JR. & GEO. WARREN, 
5. CHARLES A. WARREN, 

6. HORACE LEADBETTER. 


Surveyors of Lumber. 


EBENEZER TUCKER, JR. DANIEL SMITH, 
NATHAN BARKER. 


Fence Viewers. 


NATHAN BARKER, ISAAC COBURN. 
EDWIN HOBBS. 


‘Field Drivers. 


NATHAN BARKER, EDWARD COBURN, 

CHARLES DUNN, EDWIN CUTTER, 

INCREASE LEADBETTER, GEORGE E. DUNN. 
Constables. 


EDWARD COBURN, EDWIN W. BAXTER. 


Librarian. 


JOHN COBURN. 


eet PeOe Ril 


OF THE 


SELECTMEN OF WESTON. 


—— hp 


THE Selectmen of the Town of Weston, for the year ending 
March 6th, 1871, submit the following Report of the financial 
condition of the town, likewise an estimate of expenditures for the 
ensuing year. | 

During the past year several unanticipated, extraordinary ex- 
penses have arisen, among which has been the rebuilding of 
Starr’s Bridge. It being necessary to remove the planking, it was 
found that the timbers were very defective, so much so that it 
was not safe a moment for loaded teams; consequently, an entire 
new bridge, on the part of the Town of Weston, has been erected. 
The causeway, near Stony Brook, has been widened agreeably 
to the vote of the town. After careful investigation, it was 
deemed expedient to take the material required from the roadbed 
in the hill above the railway track, thus reducing the grade of the 
road; likewise the old roadbed, over the causeway, has been 
raised one foot in height. 

The cost of cutting the hill and grading the causeway has 
somewhat exceeded the sum appropriated; but we believe the 
money has been judiciously expended, and that the work is duly 
appreciated and approved by the travelling public. 

These items, together with the unexpected sum required by the 
Poor Department, have drawn very closely upon the funds in the 
hands of the Treasurer. The custom of drawing orders up to 
the last moment of the official year, renders it impossible for us to 
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render an exact account of the finances. For which we must re- 
fer you, as usual, to the Treasurer’s Report, shortly to be issued. 

For the ensuing year we would recommend appropriations as 
follows, viz. :— 


For Schools, . : : ; . . . $2,800 00 
‘¢ Highways, : . ; 1,800 00 
‘¢ Support of poor and incidentals, . : : 3,000 00 

. % Special repairs on North road, . 5 2,000 00 


$9,600 00 

With suitable provision to meet the balance of expenditures 

needed on said North road to answer the requirements of the 
County Commissioners. 


Respectfully submitted, 


ALONZO S. FISKE, ) Selectmen 
EDWARD COBURN, of 
ABIJAH COBURN, J) Weston. 


OVERSEERS 


Tn Town meeting, March 6th, 1871. 


REPORT 


OF THE 


——— fo —_—_. 


OF THE POOR. 


The Overseers of the 


Poor of the Town of Weston submit to the town the following 
Report of the Receipts and Expenditures of the Pauper Hstablish- 
- ment for the year ending March 1st, 1871. 


Cash received for milk, 


66 
Ge 


66 


RECEIPTS. 
. $1,084 60 
*¢ pickles, 174 82 
“¢ hay and straw, . 120 59 
“« wood, 03 12 
ee’ pigs, 71 00 
He labor, 46 80 
‘¢ various articles sold frre farm) 32. 95 
from County on account of Maria Ryan, T 80 
«¢ 6Treasury, : 1,556 22 
$3,147 90 
EXPENDITURES. 
Cash paid George Lawrence, Superintendent, year 
ending March Ist, 1871, : $360 00 
brewer's grains, : 179 80 
corn, meal and oats, 191 80 
cotton seed, shorts, sprouts and fine feed, 106 94. 
four cows, , 305 00 
BR. Simonds, for horse, : 151 50 
C. Hosmer, “ 175 00 


Amount carried forward, 


$1,470 
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Amount brought forward, ~ 


Cash paid H. Cate, bonus on exchange of horses, 


The number of inmates at the present time is five. 
Patch deceased Aug. 19th, 1870, aged 82. 


labor, 

horse wagon, ° 

meat and fish, . 

blacksmith and wheelwright’s bills, 
pasturing, : 
Daniels & Son, shoeing horses, 
Stickney & Sons, pump and qe 
manure, : 
T. B. Jones, harness and repairs, 
articles of dry goods and gee: 
coal, ; 


_ groceries and sundry articles, 


Dr. Willis, medical services at Almshonge, 

funeral expenses of Elias Patch, 

time and expenses to Boston, Saugus, Ke. 

expense on account of Maria Ryan, 

assistance rendered Mrs. Wm. Harrington, 
a os Mrs. Amos Gleason, . 

Overseers, for services, 


$1,470 
190 
22) 
100 


$3,147 


90 


Klias 
Sixty-nine travellers 


have been provided with food and lodging during the past year 
and one has been committed to the Insane Hospital at Worcester, 


by order of the Judge of Probate. 


town for milk and other items. 


Respectfully submitted, 


ALONZO 8. FISKE, 
J. 8. VILES, 
THEODORE JONES, 


Overseers 


of 
the Poor. 


There is about $150 due the 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 


aa aS ttle 


THE undersigned, Treasurer of Weston, herewith submits his 
account of Receipts and Expenditures for the year ending this 


day. Horace Hews. 
Weston, Marcu 15, 1871. 


Receipts. 

Balance in the Treasury, March, 15, 1870, ; ARS ; $76 06 
John Coburn, rent of Town Hall, _ . } é ' 2 : 47 00 
George W. Cutting, weighing fees, : : : : 7 25 26 
Abijah Coburn, old plank and iron sold, . : ‘ : : 19 60 
Burial lots sold, : ip ; ; 2 50 
County of Middlesex, on account of Dog Licenses, : é : 127 Ob 
Insurance dividend, : F , $7.50 
State of Massachusetts, on account of School Fund, , : 156 46 
se hathion “4 State Aid refunded, . ; ; - 400 00 
at “é Corporation Tax, : ; ; MP py oie) 
Waltham National Bank, temporary ene : a ol ine agen. 00 
Horace Hews, Soliector, taxes, 1870, : ; : . 11,866 88 
ry 1869, 5 ‘ ; 5 ; 416 18 
ss e ss UT ES SS, : 3 : 4 : 33 86 
ss ES - “ 1867, 2 3 3 : 11 55 
“é i 46 ae RA Ree . ; . : F 6 16 
“ “ “ “ 1865, 2 “a 48 
ue " tt é 1869. & 1870—betterments, : 11 28 
$22,281 62 

Hixpenditures. 


FOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 
Paid School Committee, . 2 . $2,934 00 
[For items of Expenditure, see Ewen of School tepasthiees ] 
FOR OVERSEERS OF POOR. 
Paid Overseers of Poor, . ; : ; : . q . $1,556 22 


(For items of Expenditure, see Report of Overseers of Poor. ] 
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FOR REPAIRS OF HIGHWAYS. 


District No. 1, $437 50 
tie ae ere 

¥ Puls F : ; : : ‘ é , : , 169 80 

66 oO S : 344 40 

in anaes 354 60 

dea) ch 179 20 
$1,863 50 

FOR EXTRA REPAIRS ON ROADS. 

Patrick Donahoe, for widening and no causeway at Stony - . 
Brook, : : ; : ; - $970 00 
Alonzo S. Fiske, for railing causeway, : aes ; : 91 20 
Breaking out roads, , : : - 3 / . : 141 85 
$1,203 05 


FOR REPAIRS ON BRIDGES. 


Allen Jordan, rebuilding Starr’s Bridge, . : : ; .. SESSLS S74 
A. R. Carter, op eer at Stony E Brook, : 3 : : » CrRELOT0S 


Painting 4 d : ‘ : 11 05 
Railing “ dey ; ; i : : ; 2 25 
Stone ‘work, Starr’s Bridge, ‘ : i ‘ : : " 6 00 

$664 13 


CARE AND REPAIRS OF SCHOOL-HOUSES. 


School Committee, repairs on School-houses,  . ; : : $67 07 
Abijah Gregory, a Ede Re ; , : ‘ 98 31 
Isaac E. Coburn, ab ae Ke ergs : F . : 5 50 
School Committee,  ‘“ Ke ts and articles fur- 
nished schools, 3 : ; : ‘ 53 86 
F. A. Robinson, repairs on ‘School- houses, : : a ; 8 32 
R. Willis, pump for School, No. 2, . 4 : ; ‘ ' 14 12 
Items for Schools, . : 5 : ; : 3 00 
S. F. Clark, grading School-house yard, : eee ; , 6 00 
School Committee, care of rooms, . ; , P : ‘ 103 00 
Fuel, ; F ; 4 : : : ; : : ; 230 00 
$589 18 


FOR INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 
School Committee, Guiot’s sae Sie es : , ; : , $65 00 


Henry J. White;,,gravel, . ; : : ; . ‘ 40 00 
Mark C. Sibley, b 5 5 ; ‘ ; . y 50 00 
Benjamin Jones, “ : ; ; : ; ; : : 20 00 
Town Library, ‘ : 2 ‘ } : j 138 72 
I. J. Bell, damage to sleigh, : ‘ ; ; 4 75 
J. Coburn, paper and record-book for Library, ’ ’ PERI 3 00 
J. M. Hewes, preparing and printing Town Reports, " ‘ 83 25 


Amount carried forward, _ $404 72 
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Amount (him alae 
H. Holmes, damage to carriage, 
Town of Lincoln, tax, : ; : 
T. B. Jones, varnishing hearse aad painting guide esha 
A. S. Fiske, guide post and setting same, 
H. Hews, distributing Town Reports, and expressage, 


=e? €= stamps, stationery, and check book, 
Insurance, Town House, : 
_ Wood, 


Cutting wood for Town House, 

Hadlock & Bruce, repairing scales, 

Rebinding books, : ; 

Burial erounds, 

Guide boards, 

Returning deaths to Town. Clerk, : 

A. 8. Fiske, stamps, stationery, and expressage, 

¥. T. Bush, stones furnished, 

John Paburn, care of Town Hall, t 

habrary Committee, expense purchasing books, 
“ covering paper, 


George W. Cutting & Son, ‘items for Schools, Town Hall, and 


Library, a 
George W. Cutting, Jr. , posting warrants, 
Ringing bell, ‘ - ; : 


‘FOR STATE AND COUNTY TAX. 


State Tax, 
County Tax, 


* FOR LOANS AND INTEREST. 


Waltham National Bank, loans, 
’ H. Hews, loan, 
Sundry persons and institutions, interest, 


FOR SERVICES OF TOWN OFFICERS. 


Edwin Hobbs, superintending Schools, 

Reuben Willis, ve 

Isaac E. Coburn, 66 6“ 

Alonzo S. Fiske, Selectman, 

Edward Coburn, 6 

Abijah Coburn, as 

Alonzo S. Fiske, Assessor, 

Edwin Hobbs, As 

Nahum Smith, 6s 

John Coburn, Librarian, ae 

George W. Cutting, Jr., Town Clerk, j . ; . 
Horace Hews, Collector and Treasurer, . ; ‘ ‘ 


. $2,725 00 


1,109 35 
4 


$3,834 35 


. $5,900 00 


300 00 
957 98 


$7,157 98 


$630 36 
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FOR STATE AID. 


Paid Selectmen’s orders, to be reimbursed by the State, 


FOR DISCOUNTS. 


Discounts on taxes paid to Oct. 15, and prior to that date, 
a anaes * from Oct. {6th to Jan. 1st, inclusive, 


FOR ABATEMENTS. 


1870, 
1869, 
1868, 
1867, 
1866, 
1865, 


Abatement of ad 


66 66 


Amount of payments, 
Balance in the Treasury, 


DEBT OF THE TOWN. 


Bonds of the Town, . 

Weston Town Library, 

Estate of A. H. Fiske, 

Theodore Jones, Trustee, ; 
Waltham National Bank, temporary loan, | 


TAXES UNCOLLECTED. 


Taxes for 1868, 
6 “ 1869, 
6“ “© 1870, 


PROPERTY OWNED BY THE TOWN. 


Town House, 

Six School-houses, 

Alms-house and sixty- eight acres of land, 
Personal property, ; 
Weston Town Library, 


VALUATION OF THE TOWN. 


Real Estate, 
Personal Estate, 


Total, 


$286 50 


$519 58 
59 54 


$579 12 


$22,214 
67 


$22,281 


. $8,450 
1,300 
3,500 
1,000 
1,000 


$15,250 00 


$2 00 
106 00 
452 50 


———————————n 


$560 50 


. $7,000 00 
9,500 00 
5,000 00 
2,000 00 
2,500 00 


$26,000 00 


$606,900 00 
473,783 00 


$1,080,683 00 
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STATE AND COUNTY TAXES. 


Amount assessed by the Town, } : ; é ; . $12,319 38 
Rate per cent. $10.80 per $1,000. 
Corporation Tax, assessed by the State for 1870, . : Yee toer 19 


AUDITOR’S REPORT. 


We, the subscribers, Selectmen of Weston, have examined the foregoing 
account, and find the same well vouched and correctly cast. 


ALONZO S&S. FISKE, ) Selectmen 
EDWARD COBURN, of 
GEORGE W. DUNN,) Weston. 


Weston, Marcu 15, 1871. 


REPORT 


” 


OF THE 


LIBRARY COMMITTEE. 


oe = ee es 


During the year and since our last Report, one hundred and 
forty-two volumes have been added to the Library. Of these, 
one hundred and thirty-five have been added by purchase, and 
seven by donation. Donations of books and pamphlets have been 
made by Hon. G. M. Brooks, M. C., Hon. George 8. Boutwell, 
Hon. Charles Sumner, M. C., Hon. John Lynch, M. C., and the 
American Unitarian Association. 

The amount of money expended for books has been one hun- 
dred and ninety-one dollars and eighty cents. Our selections 
have been carefully made, and our aim has been to include a 
larger proportion of books of permanent value. Some excellent 
works have been added during the year, especially in the depart- 
ment of English History. We believe there is an increasing de- 
mand for works of this kind, and the demand in the popular taste 
for those of an ephemeral nature is relatively less. It will be 
seen, however, by the following transcript from the books of the 
Librarian, that the public taste needs still to be educated to a 


more full appreciation of our highest and best literature. 
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The books drawn and returned during a single month, ranged 


under their several departments, show the following propor- 


tions :— 
Agriculture, ; B : 6 
Biography, , : , : 13 
Educational and Santi ; ; ; 12 
Fiction, : : ‘ . : F 216 
Oy aa ‘ At eget : 1d 
Juvenile, . : : : : 115 
Miscellaneous, . : P ; , 33 
Poetry, : ; : : : 11 
Religious and Moral, , ; : 7 3 
Magazines, : : : a : 22 
‘Travels, 29 


The whole number of drafts from the Library the past year is 
four thousand eight hundred and fifty-two. This shows a general 
appreciation of its privileges, and we commend its.interests to the 


continued liberality and fostering care of the town. 
Respectfully submitted, 


EDMUND H. Bp Lit 
abrary 


Committee. 


NAHUM SMITH, 
JOHN COBURN, 
Weston, Marcu, 10, 1871. 


REPORT 


OF 


LIBRARY TREASURER. 


—_ & ——— 


Horace Hews in account with the Weston Town LIBRARY. 


Dr. 
Balance, : 
From Town Treasury, . 
Interest from eet Fund, 
Fines, : : 
Cr. 


Nichols & Noyes, for books, 
Noyes, Holmes & Co., “ 

_ Expressage, 

Balance in Treasury, 


LIBRARY. LUND: 


Town of Weston, ‘‘ Merriam Fund,” 
ae ‘ose SF Niske. hondss, 


$10 12 
138 72 
78 00 
4 00 


$230 84 


$230 84 


$1,000 00 
300 00 


$1,300 00 


pit P OORT 


OF 


THE BURIAL GROUND COMMITTEE. 
See 


‘Tue Committee on Burial Grounds, in submitting their Report 
of the past year would say that they have endeavored to fulfil the 
duties required of them in relation to the several Burial Grounds 
in town. We are happy to note the improvements which are 
being made by the owners of lots in the Centre Burial Ground, 
by enclosing with granite, and otherwise beautifying their lots, 
which has added very much to the general appearance of the 
whole. | 

It is gratifying to know that so much interest is felt in a spot 
where so many of the loved ones of our homes are now quietly _ 
resting, and which we know must also soon become our own 
place of rest. It is fit and proper that we should thus adorn and 
care for a place rendered so sacred in memories never to be for- 
gotten. We would plant flowers and shrubs, and adorn this sacred 
repository of the dead with every beauty which would help to lift 
the stricken hearts of those who come up to “‘bury their dead.” 

Many families have spared no pains in planting flowers upon 
the graves of their friends, and otherwise adding beauty and love- 
liness to a sacred spot. 
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We would recommend that the Committee be authorized to ex- 
pend, the current year, for the care and improvement of the sev- — 


eral Burial Grounds in town, a sum not exceeding fifty dollars. 


The expenditures of the past year have been as follows, viz. — 


Paid Theodore Jones, for reinterring the body of Mrs. . 
$2 62 | 


Wheeler, ‘ : : . : 

‘¢ Stephen Seaverns, for trimming hedges, . . 3 00 
‘“* George W. Cutting & Son, for bush-scythe, . 2 00 
«¢ Isaac E. Coburn, for plants and care of same, . 5 00 
<¢ HE. Hobbs, for services, : : : ‘ 3 00 
«¢ Freeman Jennison, for labor, . ; : ; 3 75 
“¢ Horace Hews, for services, . eae : 14 55 

$33 92 


Respectfully submitted, 


ISAAC COBURN, Ground 


EDWIN HOBBS, ) Burial 
HORACE HEWS, } Committee. 


REPORT 


OF THE 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


THE close of the present school year makes it our duty to pre- 
sent to the town a detailed account of the general condition of the 
schools for the year past. 

This duty is rendered quite pleasant inasmuch as we are able 
to report that all our schools are in good condition, having enjoyed 
a year of unusual prosperity. We have had thirty-seven weeks 
in all, divided into three terms,—two of twelve weeks each,. and 
one of thirteen weeks. ‘This division of school time gives us two 
weeks vacation between the Fall and Winter Terms, and the same 
between the Winter and Spring Terms, leaving our long vacation 
to come during the warmest season of the. year,. when scholars 
feel the least like study. This arrangement, we think, has been 
satisfactory to all parties, and we do not propose, at present, to 
make any change. 


The amount of money granted by the town for the 

payment of teachers’ wages, exclusive of fuel and 

care of rooms, and placed at the disposal of the 

Committee, was : . $2,800 00 
Amount received from Maanonneeve School Fumd, 156 46 


$9.956 46 
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This sum has been expended as follows, viz. :— 
Paid John H. Larry, Principal of the High School, 


‘¢ Mrs. J. H. Larry, Assistant of 
‘¢ Salaries of the teachers in the several District 
Schools, 


‘“¢ for Maps of the U. 8., fon the use of adttbotes ‘ 


Unexpended balance in the hands of the Treasurer, . 


We have paid for fuel, 
616) easee in. Careron FOOMs, quecIn 2 ris a 


The whole number of scholars who have attended the 
public schools during the year, is 

Percentage of attendance through the year, 

Constant in attendance through the year, 

Whole number of tardy marks in all the schools, 

Number of scholars under five years of age, 

Number over fifteen years of age, 

Number of persons between five and fifteen years of 
age, May Ist, 1870, 


following order, viz. :— 
No. 5 stands first, having but day 
INO: (Gans Said ff g 
The High School stands 3d, bint 


No. 1 stands 4th, 66 
Nosidih ts 5th, ‘6 
No.4 6th, ¢ 
IN 05:8 aefEcet tl thy ce 


$900 00 
295 00 


1,718 00 
21 00 


$2,934 00 


$22 46 


$230 00 
103 00 


294 
90 
9 
635 
5 
43 


196 


In respect to fewness of tardy marks, the schools stand in the 


13 
29 
85 
95 
100 
111 
202 


The following scholars have been perfect in their attendance 


through the year. 


Nellie Smith, ‘ ‘ ; School No. 1. 


Allie Moore, 4 f 66 66 
Ernest Warner, . 5 : “ No. 4. 


Ellen M. Jennings, CaN Oe 
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Amy P. Seaverns, ; , School No. 5. 


Anthony Jennings, . ; i NGwO. 
Nellie M. Jones, . ; f High School. 
Fannie Darling, . : i “6 A 
Abbie Dunn, ; : : ¢ vb 


We cannot close this statistical record without asking, why is 
it, that in two schools of an equal number of scholars, one school 
should have but thirteen tardy marks, and the other, two hundred 
and two? Is the fault with parents or with scholars ? 


Scooot No.1. Miss H. M. Jones and Miss Ella Ellms, Teachers. 


The Spring Term of this school continued under the care of Miss 
Jones, whose valuable services in this, and other schools in town, 
have been enjoyed for many years. We have so frequently alluded 
to her in our reports of past years, that further comment is unne- 
cessary at thistime. ‘The Committee, as well as the parents in the 
district, feel a deep regret that she felt it her duty to resign a 
‘position which she had filled so creditably to herself and so bene- 
ficially to the school. Miss Ella Ellms took charge of the school at 
the commencement of the Fall Term. She entered upon. her 
work with an ardent love of her profession, and has succeeded be- 
yond the reasonable expectations of the Committee, especially 
when they consider that the school is large, and the place a diffi- 
cult one to fill. We think we can discern in Miss Ellms the evi- 
dences of a good and successful teacher. She secured at once 
the love and good will of her scholars, without which very little 
can be accomplished in the school-room. The closing examina- 
tion was fully attended by the friends in town, and was creditable 
to both teacher and scholars. We would earnestly press upon 
the parents in this district the importance of visiting the school 
and of rendering that sympathy and co-operation to the teacher, 
which she so much needs while in the discharge of her daily 
duties. We believe parents do feel a deep interest in the school, 
but we want to see that interest manifested by frequent visits to 
the school-room, where a faithful teacher is toiling on, day by 
day, amidst many discouragements and trials. The school is 
large, and the classes are numerous, and her hands are full dur- 
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ing the six hours the school is together. A little kind sympathy, 
shown by the. presence of parents in the school-room, would do 
much to lighten the toils and burdens of the day. 

One of the scholars, a bright little girl, ten years of age,— 
Ellen Miller,—has died since the close of the last term: 


The statistics of the school are as follows, viz. :— 


Whole number of scholars, . : : : ; 42 
Daily average attendance through the year, . ; : 89 
Percentage of attendance, . : : ‘ ; 92 
Constant in attendance through the tie . : : 2 


Tardy marks, . ; ; . : 5 ; ‘ 95 


Scnuoot No. 2. Miss Olive R. Viles, Teacher. 


It will be recollected that in our report of last year, this school 
had been suspended for a season on account of there being so few 
scholars to attend. At the commencement of the present school 
year, the Committee felt that it would be best to open the house 
again, provided they could find a competent teacher who would 
be willing, for a limited compensation, to take charge of the 
school. ‘They succeeded in securing the services of Miss Olive R. 
Viles, a former graduate of our High School, and who had also 
enjoyed the advantages of an excellent school in a neighboring 
town. She entered upon her work with the determination to be 
faithful to those who were’ placed under her care, and we believe 
she has fully met the expectations of the friends of the school. 

At the commencement of the first term the school consisted ‘of 
ten scholars, and increased to fifteen. Some of these had never 
spoken the English language; but with all the difficulties to be 
surmounted, there was good progress made during the year. We 
hope the time is not far distant when this school shall rise to its 
former standing in numbers and prosperity. 


The statistics of this school are as follows, viz. :— 


Whole number of scholars, . : ; 4 : 15 
Daily average attendance through the aaa ea ee 
Percentage of attendance, . : MS fig 92 
Constant in attendance through the year, : : 0 


Number of tardy marks, .. ; ‘ ‘ ; . 100 
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ScHoot No. 3. Miss Martha EH. Fiske and Miss Ella Ritner, 
Teachers. 


Miss Fiske’s services in this school closed at the end of the 
Spring Term. It was expected and hoped that she would con- 
tinue to occupy a position she had filled so well, but near the 
commencement of the Fall Term she notified the Committee that 
on account of impaired health, she should feel it prudent to rest 
for a short period. Her place was supplied by Miss Ella Ritner, 
of Charlestown. Miss Ritner was a graduate of the High School 
of that place, and, in respect to her literary qualifications, was 
well prepared for her work. It was her first school, and, as in all 
such cases, there was much to be learned by actual experience in 
teaching. ‘The order in the school-room has been excellent dur- 
_ing the whole time, and the progress of the school has been satis- 
factory to the Committee. ‘The experience gained during the 
year we believe will prepare her for a still better work than has 
yet been achieved. We only ask for her the sympathy and co- 
operation, on the part of the parents, which it is in their power to 
render, and which is due to themselves and the teacher. 


The statistics of this school are as follows, viz. :— } 
Whole number of scholars, ... : 4 : 25 


Daily average attendance through the eke, : : < 19 
Percentage of attendance, . . ‘ ‘ ‘ : 92 
Perfect attendance through the year, . ‘ : : 0 


Tardy marks, . 2 : y ; j ; ele $202 


Scnoot No. 4. Miss Emma M. Whitford and Miss Martha E. 
Fiske, Teachers. 


The Spring and Fall Terms of this school were under the care 
of Miss Whitford, of whom we have spoken in a former report. 
The progress of the school while under her care was not so sat- 
isfactory as we could desire. She seemed to be well qualified 
for her duties, was diligent and faithful in the school-room ; but 
there seemed to be a lack of enthusiasm in the daily route of 
school duties,—a want of sympathy between teacher and scholars 
essential to the well-being of the school. The machinery seemed 
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to move hard, and yet it was not an easy thing to detect the 
cause. At the close of the Fall Term, Miss Whitford resigned 
her position as teacher, and her place was supplied by Miss Mar- 
tha KE. Fiske. Of her experience and capabilities, as a teacher, 
we have often had occasion to spaak. By earnest application to 
her duties, she succeeded in infusing into the scholars something 
of her own spirit, and the school at the closing examination pre- 
sented a greatly improved appearance. We shall look forward to 
a more favorable future for the school. The house in this district 
has suffered greatly in past years from the depredations of idle 
and mischievous boys, who have defaced the outside of the build- 
ing by cutting and marking the clapboards, and otherwise injur- 
ing the house. We think much of this has been done during the 
time of vacation, when it has been more difficult to secure the 
authors of the mischief. Some repairs will be needed during the 
year. 
The statistics of this school are as follows, viz. :— 

Whole number of seholars, . : ; , ; ; 49 


Daily average attendance for the year, : , ‘ 30 
Percentage of attendance, . : : ad 87 
Perfect attendance pbroneaitt the ih : : “ vay 


Tardy marks, . : : : ; ; so pada 


ScoooLt No. 5. Miss Helen A. Fiske, Teacher. 


The past year has been one of general prosperity to this 
school. It has still continued under the faithful care of Miss 
Helen A. Fiske, who for the past four years has given it her un- 
tiring efforts. We have always found her school-room neat and 
attractive, and every thing has been harmonious and pleasant 
during the whole time of her connection with the school. Her la- 
bors with the school will close with the present term, much to the 
regret of the friends in the district, and also of the Committee. 

She leaves the school, not on account of weariness in the ser- 
vice, but with the pleasant anticipations of entering a more plea- 
sant relation in life, and in respect to which she has the best 
wishes of the Committee that her future pathway may be one of 
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continued peace and prosperity. A beautiful family Bible was 
presented to her by her pupils at the close of the school. 


The statistics of this school are as — Viz. :-— 


Whole number of scholars, . ; , ‘ ; 18 
Daily average attendance through the year, . ap ie 14 
Percentage of attendance, . ; . ; , , 91 
Perfect in attendance through the year, ‘ ‘ ; 2 
Tardy marks, . : ; : : 2 , yh OLS 


Scnoon No. 6. Miss Addie Stone and Miss Eliza A. Cooper, 
Teachers. 


This school has suffered less from a frequent change of teach- 
ers than any other in town, having had but three different ones 
for the past ten years; and these transitions have been made 
with less interruption to the progress of the school than is usual 
in most cases. Miss Stone closed her labors with the school at 
the end of the Spring Term. She was highly appreciated as a 
thorough and competent teacher, and her resignation was deeply 
regretted by all; but an invitation from friends in California, to 
spend a few years with them, tempted her to accept so kind an 
offer. Miss Eliza A. Cooper, of Cochituate, took charge of the 
school at the commencement of the Fall Term. She was well 
qualified for her duties, having had considerable experience in 
teaching. By a prudent and judicious course pursued in the 
school-room, she succeeded in uniting the scholars amidst any un- 
harmonious tendencies which existed at the time she took charge 
of the school, and the success which attended her labors more 
than met the expectations of the Committee. 

In our former reports of this school, we have had occasion to 
speak in the highest terms of praise. The interest manifested 
in its prosperity, on the part of the friends living in the dis- 
trict, has largely contributed to make it what it is to-day. We 
were not without our fears, at the commencement of the year, 
that the differences and conflicts which then existed would operate 
to the injury of the school; but we sincerely hope and believe 
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that the cloud has passed away, and that all differences of opinion 
and practice will be alike forgiven and forgotten. 


The statistics of this school are as follows, viz. :— 


Whole number of scholars, . : : ; § 22 
Daily average attendance through the year, . t d 19 
Percentage of attendance, . ; } 91 
Perfect attendance through the year, . ‘ i . 1 
Tardy marks, . : ; : ; : 29 


Tun Hren Scuoon. John H. Larry, Principal. Mrs. J. H. 
Larry, Assistant. 


We think that we shall not be guilty of exaggeration when we 
say that the past year has been one of the most successful which 
this school has ever enjoyed. Mr. Larry’s abilities, as an excel- 
lent teacher and disciplinarian, are too well known by the citizens 
of the town to need any words of praise from us. The most per- 
fect order has prevailed at all times, and every young man or 
woman has felt that it would be a disgrace to him or her, to be 
found in conflict with the teacher. ‘This ready obedience to the 
rules and laws of the school, has not been secured by force, but 
by considerations addressed to the reason and good sense of the 
scholars. Nothing has occurred outside the school-room, so far 
as we know, from which any complaint has been made against any 
one connected with the school. We are happy to make this record 
of the school, situated as it is, on the main street, where persons 
are passing at all hours of the day, and where the temptation is 
sometimes strong for scholars to say or do many things which are 
alike disgraceful to themselves and the school to which they belong. 

The past year has been one of earnest and persevering study. 
No idlers have been permitted to occupy the seats and simply pass 
away the time; but every one has been made to feel that time 
was precious, and if once wasted, could never be recalled. 

Without any disparagement to former graduates, we can say . 
that the class of 1871 was one of the best which ever left the 
school. ‘They had added an additional year to the usual time of 
study, and were prepared to graduate with honor to themselves 
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and to the school. Most of the afternoon of the day of examina- 
tion was given to the exercises of this class, and was highly satis- 
factory to the friends present. 

The Essays were well written, and the sentiment contained in 
them were worthy of the writers. The Valedictory, hy Miss 
Annie C. Coburn, was of high order, and was honorable to her 
head and heart. 

In past years we have considered the end of the Spring Perm 
as the end of the school year for this school; but it has been 
thought best to have the commencement of the school year the 
same as the District Schools; and the time of entering the school 
to be in the Spring instead of the Fall. The examination of 
scholars, who are intending to enter the High School, will, there- 
fore, be in the Spring instead of the Fall, and immediately after 
the close of the Winter schools. . The school will continue under 
the faithful management of Mr. and Mrs. Larry, and we bespeak 
for it the co-operation and earnest prayers of the friends of the 
school. | 


The statistics of this school are as follows, viz. :— 


Whole number of scholars, . : , ; 3 t ot 
Percentage of attendance, . ; : ; ‘ : 93 
Perfect in attendance through the year, ; : 3 
Tardy marks, . : . ; : : 85 


Scuoont Discrprine. In all the schools the discipline has been 
firm, but has been secured by mild and gentle measures. No 
cases of severity have occurred to cause any reasonable complaint 
from any one. Order must be maintained in the school-room, or 
the teacher might as well shut up the house and go home. The 
methods of securing obedience in the school-room are various; 
each one having his own method. We do not prohibit our teach- 
ers from inflicting corporeal punishment, nor would we prohibit 
them, unless we were willing to weaken their power to govern; 
‘but we expect them to exhaust other means before they resort to 
it. In order to have a successful school, the teacher, and not the 
scholars, must bear rule. A scholar is sometimes found in con- 
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flict with his teacher,—he refuses to obey a just and reasonable 
requirement,—one or the other must yield,—who shall it be? 
If the teacher, then his government is at an end, and he had 
better give up the school at once. We have allowed teachers to 
choosesbetween two ways, where scholars are insolent and refuse 
to obey the just requirements of the school, either to punish such 
scholars, or to send them home to their parents or guardians, with 
the reasons for their temporary suspension; and if every parent 
or guardian would take such refractory child and go at once with 
him to the teacher, and kindly inquire into the matter, and not 
sympathize with the offender, we should have fewer cases of diffi- 
culty in school than we have at the present time. 


ScHoot-Houses. Most of the school-houses in town will re- 
quire some repairs during the year. They all need painting, ex- 
cept the house in No. 5, which was painted last year. We 
have elsewhere referred to the condition of the house in No. 4. 
No house in town has suffered so much as this has from the hands 
of reckless and mischievous boys. More extensive repairs will 
be needed on this than on any of the others. It is not always an 
easy matter for the Committee to ascertain who are the real au- 
thors of these depredations, especially when many of these are 
committed during the time of vacation. 

In the printed rules for the “ Care of School-houses,” adopted 
by the town at the time the houses were erected, it is made the 
duty of teachers to report to the Committee all cases of damage 
to the school furniture, or house, or any thing upon the premises, 
with the names of the offenders; and the Committee are to re- 
quire the parents or guardians to repair or otherwise make good 
the injury done. We have endeavored to enforce these rules 
when we could detect the transgressor, but there are many offen- 
ces of this nature committed, and no clue can be obtained of the 
offender. We have felt it our duty to bring this subject to the 
notice of parents, hoping that some means may be devised to pre- 
vent so flagrant a violation of decency and good order. No boy 
would think of cutting or marking his mother’s sofa, or table, nor 
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should he be allowed to deface and mar the furniture or house 
which has been fitted up at so much expense, without a severe 
reprimand at home. 

In closing our report, we would venture the hope that the day 
is not far distant when all our district schools shall beceme graded 
schools, and an intermediate school provided between .these and 
the High School. By this means many difficulties would be ob- 
viated which now so frequently arise. More time could be given 
to each scholar by a reduction of the number of classes in the dis- 
trict schools, while a suitable place would be provided for those 
boys who are not qualified to enter the High School, and feel as 
if they were too old to remain in the primary schools. 

We leave this subject, fellow-citizens, to your thoughtful con- 
sideration, and feel assured that no pains or expense will be spared 
to render our public schools productive of the highest good. 


EDWIN HOBBS, 
ISAAC E. COBURN, 
REUBEN WILLIS, 


School 
Committee. 


